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If you have access to email and would like to receive information on community  
events or issues, please send an email to councillor_shiner@toronto.ca 

Dear friends and neighbours,

I always appreciate hearing from you and consider your comments, concerns, and needs as my highest priority. 
You elected me as your City Councillor in 1991 to bring a strong community voice to City Council and we have 
accomplished so much. Together we have maintained our vibrant community and worked to enhance our parks 
and public spaces.  In this edition of my Ward 24 Community News I wanted to provide you with some updates 
and changes that are happening in our Ward. 

As a community we have had many firsts that we now enjoy every day. The first community water spray pad at 
Bayview Village Park, the first skate board park and community pool at Cummer Community Centre, the first 
BMX Park and Willowdale’s first dog park next to Bayview Arena. At McNicoll Park we now have the first artificial 
turf soccer field, enjoyed every week by young children, youth and adults. 

We have Eva’s Place, the first Youth Shelter in North York, followed by two more Eva’s shelters built in the city 
which provides emergency shelter, safety and support for thousands of our homeless and troubled youth.

Recently as Chair of the Planning and Growth Management Committee I initiated a review of the development approval 
process to find ways to enhance residents’ participation and to better identify the impacts that new developments 
have on the City’s infrastructure. As Chair of Build Toronto, I have changed the focus of city land sales to include 
financial support to enable the construction of over 700 affordable housing units on former City lands. 

This will be my last edition of Ward 24 Community News as I will not be running for re-election. I will continue to be 
available until the new term begins in December and encourage you to continue to contact me by phone or email.

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you how much I have enjoyed the honour and privilege to represent 
such a caring community and thank you for your continued support over the years. It is very much appreciated. 

I wish all of you the very best.

   

  

Councillor David Shiner 
Ward 24 – Willowdale
Chair Planning and Growth Management Committee

D A V I D  S H I N E R ’ S 
C o m m u n i t y  N e w s
C o u n c i l l o r  C i t y  o f  T o r o n t o

STAY INFORMED
Want more information about developments, projects and events in our ward?  
Please visit us online for up-to-date news, information and helpful resources  

at your fingertips at www.councillordavidshiner.com

Sheppard Secondary Plan
Since the Official Plan for this area was adopted in 
2002, there have been some challenges from various 
development applications. At recent Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) hearings, developers have challenged 
whether the Sheppard Corridor plan is current and 
meets the provincial requirements for minimum growth 
targets along a subway line as a way to see their very 
large proposals approved. In response I have initiated a 
review of the Plan through the Planning division.  

Over time we have seen the area developed as I had 
envisioned. The current plan calls for tall buildings along 
the 401, low-rise buildings along Sheppard and mid-
rise buildings in between. The buildings along Sheppard 
have been kept to a lower-scale around six to eight 
storeys with two-storey podiums with the exception of 
OMB decisions that permitted buildings a little higher. 
Overall I am pleased that this community is such that you 
can still see the sky when walking through, as the taller 
buildings are away from the main street frontage.

This review is an opportunity for residents to communicate 
more with City staff, when this goes forward in the Fall, 
about what’s working and what changes if any you 
would like to see.

Intensification around the city has caused a lot of 
strain on our infrastructure and residents have often 
not felt adequately included when new developments 
are considered. 

As Chair of the Planning and Growth Management 
Committee, I have worked very hard to bring forward 
recommendations that City Council approved for an 
end-to-end review of the development process. Public 
consultations should begin soon. I have also strongly 
pressed the Province to make changes. Recently you 
have heard that the OMB is gone and the Local 
Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT) has replaced it. 
If a City’s decision is appealed to the LPAT the 
new test/question asked is did the City’s decision 
conform to the City’s Official Plan? If it did, then the 
original decision should stand but if it did not, then 
the application is sent back to the City for a second 
consideration. After the second consideration, the 
applicant has the choice to accept the decision or 
appeal for a second time to the LPAT who will then 
Approve, Refuse, or Modify the decision.

Committee of 
Adjustment
Many positive efforts have been made towards 
improving the Committee of Adjustment, including 
training sessions with panel members to try and 
bring about a better understanding of the concerns 
of residents/communities. The appeals process has 
also changed, whereby these applications no longer 
go to the OMB but to the Toronto Local Appeal Body 
(TLAB). The benefit is intended to be a simpler, more 
transparent appeal process with more potential for 
local comprehension and participation. 

The new path from Esther Shiner Boulevard to the 
Oriole GO Train platform makes it much easier to get to 
the station.

Public participation in the 
development process
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Elkhorn Parkette This smaller community park, adjacent to 
Elkhorn Public School, has had funding allocated for an 
entirely new playground and a major upgrade to the space 
and seating areas. We’ll also be looking at the opportunity to 
install permanent ping pong tables, such as the ones enjoyed at 
Bayview Village Park.

Ruddington Park The walking path through Ruddington Park, 
which connects Cummer Ave to Ruddington Dr, is well-travelled. 
It was brought to my attention that it was in poor shape. I’ve had 
$100,000 allocated to refurbish the pathway and look at other 
improvements where possible.

Cliffwood Park This large park space in the Hillcrest Village 
neighbourhood is in the early design stage for an exciting new 
playground with a rubberized surface and improvements to 
the site drainage. This project was planned within the Parks 
department capital budget, but recognizing the opportunity for 
a more substantial investment in this area, I was able to increase 
the budget to $500,000 to enhance the improvements for this 
park.

Conacher Park Following consultation with the community 
last Fall, construction on the new playground equipment 
and upgrades to this park has begun and is anticipated for 
completion this summer. Additional funding has also been 
approved for new ping pong tables to be added.
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The Concord development is continuing to build out and the 
public benefits that I secured are taking shape – Woodsy 
Park, Bessarion Community Centre, and a new public 
school. This huge 7 acre park includes a reflecting pond 
that converts to a skating trail, playgrounds, soccer field, 
and so much more and will be completed very soon. 

Bessarion Community Centre at just over 200,000 sq. ft. 
of aquatic, recreation, library and child care space is fully 
funded ($96.5 million), the contracts have been awarded, 
and construction is to begin shortly. City officials are 
scheduling an official opening of the park and a ground-
breaking date for the Community Centre, so stay tuned to 
our website for a date. 

As part of the Concord development we did make 
arrangements for a site to be available for a public school. 
I am pleased to say that the School Board has given notice 
of their intention to take ownership of the land so they can 
build a new school on this site.

 

Cummer Community Centre When I first took office the 
facilities at Cummer Park consisted of an arena and 
basic fitness centre, with very else in terms of amenities. 
Beginning in 1997, the aquatic centre was added, the 
fitness centre was expanded and the community room 
constructed. I continued to work to improve the centre, 
adding a number of other facilities such as the basketball 
court, new playgrounds, baseball diamond, the first 
skate board park in the city, an outdoor canteen and 
refurbished the tennis courts. 

The rebuild of the whirlpools and changerooms is 
underway along with some new exercise equipment. I’ve 
added special funding of $500,000 to replace lots of the 
weightlifting equipment and refurbish the weightlifting 
area along with additional exercise equipment and 
upgrades to the building interior and exterior. We are 
now re-establishing the user advisory committee as well 
to guide us through these upgrades and shape further 
improvements going forward. Volunteers are welcome.

Hawksbury Park This park just north of Bayview Village 
mall is due for some upgrades and I was able to arrange 
for the funding to go towards new playground equipment 
and improvements to the surface and landscaping.

An aerial view of Woodsy Park at Concord Park Place

The two loads of compost from the City is always a 
popular draw.

Investment in our public spaces Concord Park Place

A view of construction in Woodsy Park (in Concord 
Park Place) and one of the rock sculptures.

In response to recent newsletters, I’ve heard from many residents 
and visited many parks in our community. I’m happy to advise 
you that City Council approved my request for additional 
funding allocations for several parks in our Ward. Since all 
parks have to be built during construction season, some of 
the benefits won’t be realized until next year. With that said, 
there are parks where improvements should be completed this 
year. Funding for most of these projects was acquired during 
approvals of new developments where financial commitments 
were made towards local improvements. Here are some of the 
latest projects.

Bayview Village Park There have been many requests to install 
a washroom and some additional enhancements to Bayview 
Village Park. As a little bit of history, I was able to have the first 
community splash pad built anywhere in the City in Bayview 
Village Park over 20 years ago. While I’m proud to have had 
many upgrades over the years, including a new playground, 
pathways and lighting along the walkways, I haven’t been 
able fulfill the request for washrooms – until now!  I have had 
funding approved to install washrooms and some additional 
enhancements to the park. The design work should begin 
shortly after which construction contracts can be let.

At Environment Day 2018 where David (centre) is taking in 
some shade with great residents.


